
Mary Baron, Ph.D. (University of Illinois)  (marybaron@unf.edu) 

Department of English Literature and Film Graduate Faculty 

Associate Professor of English and Film Nicholas de Villiers teaches graduate courses 

on world cinema and literature with a special focus on gender and sexuality studies, 

autobiography and life writing, and postwar French philosophy and criticism. He is 

the author of Opacity and the Closet: Queer Tactics in Foucault, Barthes, and Warhol 

(University of Minnesota Press, 2012) and Sexography: Sex Work and Cinéma Vérité 

(University of Minnesota Press, forthcoming) as well as journal articles in Paragraph, 

Jump Cut, Senses of Cinema, and Symploke. He is also working on a book-length 

study of the work of queer Taiwanese filmmaker Tsai Ming-liang. He received his 

PhD in Comparative Studies in Discourse and Society from the University of Minne-

sota. Because of his background in cultural studies, his courses frequently involve 

multi-media and comparative analysis of works of literature, philosophy, film, televi-

sion, performances, and web videos as cultural texts. 

Nicholas de Villiers, Ph.D. (University of Minnesota) (n.devilliers@unf.edu) 

 

Professor Mary Baron’s interests include medieval English drama, medieval mystery and morali-

ty plays, and contemporary poetry in English.  She is the founder of Arts Inside, a volunteer pro-

gram bringing literacy, creative writing, and art to jailed juveniles, ages thirteen to seventeen, 

held in the adult jail previous to trial.   

She is a published poet whose works include Letters for the New England Dead: Poems (1980), 

Wheat Among Bones: Poems (1989), and Storyknife: Poems New and Selected (2009). 

Keith Cartwright, Ph.D. (Indiana University) (kcartwri@unf.edu)  

Professor Keith Cartwright teaches graduate seminars that align with his research from At-

lantic and Caribbean studies to American literary and cultural studies, with an emphasis on 

the First Coast and the U.S. South. His current book project (“Cornbread, Quimbombó y 

Barbacoa: Mexico and the Gulf Shores of Our Souths”) addresses indigenous, Afro-creole, 

Mexican-American, and plantation/hacienda convergences of experience along the gulfs 

and borders of American literatures, media, and popular music. His books include Reading 

Africa into American Literature: Epics, Fables, and Gothic Tales (2004) and Sacral 

Grooves, Limbo Gateways: Travels in Deep Southern Time, Circum-Caribbean Space, Afro

-creole Authority (2013). 

Chris Gabbard, Ph.D. (Stanford University) (cgabbard@unf.edu) 

Associate Professor Chris Gabbard enjoys researching and teaching satire, 

disability studies in the humanities, Restoration and eighteenth-century Brit-

ish literature, Jonathan Swift, and narrative medicine. From 1983 to 1989 he 

was the chief editor of The Short Story Review. His work has appeared in 

PMLA, Eighteenth Century Studies, SEL, Restoration, and other journals, 

and he serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Literary and Cultural 

Disability Studies. His memoir about his son The Long Eclipse: A Father's 

Quest To Find Out What Happened To His Son will be published in 2017. 

Currently he is at work on Idiocy and Wit: De/Forming the Mind in the Age 

of Enlightenment, a scholarly investigation into the origins of current as-

sumptions about mental disability. He also is the publisher of Jaxonpool.com 

and Augustslist.com.  
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Professor Marnie Jones’s areas of expertise include nineteenth and twentieth century Brit-

ish literature and culture; religion in American literature, politics and culture; literature 

written for children and young adults; and experiential learning and community-based 

learning.  

She published a biography that focused on the progressives: Holy Toledo: Religion and 

Politics in the Life of’ Golden Rule’ Jones (1998). She has published on the Religious 

Right’s involvement in creating or suppressing stories for children: Left Behind: The 

Kids or Harry Potter. Her graduate seminar on Samuel Johnson examines this literary 

genius— reading essays, narrative, poetry, biography and exploring his work in cultural 

and biographical contexts.  

Marnie Jones, Ph.D. (Northwestern University) (mjones@unf.edu) 

Laura Heffernan, Ph.D. (University of Pennsylvania) (l.heffernan@unf.edu ) 

 
Associate Professor Laura Heffernan specializes in nineteenth and twentieth-

century British literature.  She teaches graduate courses in literary theory and 

criticism, Victorian literature, the Modernist Novel, and James Joyce.  Dr. Hef-

fernan researches the history of literary criticism, with a particular focus on the 

rise of English as a discipline. She is co-editor, with Jane Malcolm, of a new 

edition of Laura Riding’s 1928 volume of esays Contemporaries and 

Snobs (2014) and has published essays on a variety of twentieth-century literary 

critics, including Rebecca West, Cleanth Brooks, and Roland Barthes. She is 

currently writing (with Rachel Sagner Burma, Swarthmore College) a new disci-

plinary history of English, titled “The Teaching Archive.”  

 

 

A. Samuel Kimball, Ph.D. (University of Florida) (skimball@unf.edu) 

Professor Sam Kimball teaches courses in early 

and nineteenth-century American literature, Clas-

sical Greek literature, and literary theory. He has 

published articles on Hawthorne, Melville, Poe, 

and Morrison; on a number of films, including 

Pulp Fiction, Chinatown, Matrix, and Crash; and 

on representations of infanticide, including The 

Infanticidal Logic of Evolution and Culture 

(2007). 

Tru Leverette, Ph.D. (University of Florida) (tleveret@unf.edu) 

Associate Professor Tru Leverette’s online graduate classes focus on race, gender, 

identity, and genre in African-American literature. Her research interests broadly in-

clude race and gender in literature and culture, critical mixed race studies, and the 

influence of Eastern philosophy on American literature—in this regard, Tru’s teach-

ing of yoga has informed her analyses of identity in literature and culture. Most re-

cently, her work has been published in Obsidian: Literature in the African Diaspora 

and the edited collections Other Tongues: Mixed Race Women Speaking Out and 

The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in Contemporary African-

American Literature. She also writes as a guest contributor for Mixed Roots Stories 

(mixedrootsstories.com).   
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Professor Clark Lunberry has been teaching at UNF since 2005 and is the author of Sites of Performance — Of Time and 

Memory. His interdisciplinary scholarship can be found in such journals as Critical Inquiry, SubStance 

and Comparative Literature. Lunberry also creates site-specific “writing on water | writing on air” installations, placing 

large-scale poems on water and windows. He has completed installations at UNF, and also at the Université Sor-

bonne and the Université Paris Diderot; Durham University (England); the University of Toronto; Keio University and 

Tama Art University (Tokyo); Hiroshima City University; and Stanford University. 

Clark Lunberry, Ph.D. (University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee) 

Lunberry's teaching interests include dramatic literature and 

performance studies, modern and contemporary poetry and 

poetics, the backgrounds of modernism and the history of 

the avant-garde. Recent graduate-level courses have includ-

ed “Anti-Theater: Theater for People who Hate Thea-

ter,” “Writing Time: Anton Chekhov and Samuel Beckett,” 

and “So Much Depends: William Carlos Williams and the 

Idea of Things.”  

Jennifer Lieberman, Ph.D. (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) j.lieberman@unf.edu 

Assistant Professor Jennifer Lieberman examines the interplay between technolo-

gy and American culture -- from the invention of the lightbulb through the rise of 

the selfie, from the heyday of the realist novel through the dawn of Post-

Structuralist theory. At the grad level, her courses focus on American identity, 

critical theory, and new directions in the discipline of English. Her book Power 

Lines: Electricity in American Life and Letters, 1882-1952, is forthcoming from 

MIT Press. Her work can also be found in MELUS: Multi-ethnic Literature in the 

US, in The Mark Twain Annual, and in a collection of original essays on the 

death penalty in America, Demands of the Dead.  

Associate Professor Jason Mauro teaches Early American Literature, Mark Twain, Robert 

Frost, and Inventing Death among other courses at the graduate level.  His core interests lie 

within Subjectivity Studies, Phenomenology and Thanatology, and he is interested in apply-

ing current critical approaches to early canonical works.  He has published articles on Robert 

Frost, John Keats, Mark Twain, Milton and others, and is currently working on large scale 

works that bond fictional narrative with his core theoretical and literary concerns.  

  

Jason Mauro, Ph.D.  (University of Connecticut) (jmauro@unf.edu) 

Pam Monteleone, Ph.D. (State University of New York, Buffalo) 

Associate Professor of English and Drama Pam Monteleone supervises drama production 

for the Department’s Theater/Drama Program, a program she helped create when she 

joined the faculty in 1984. Pam earned her doctorate in English at the State University of 

New York at Buffalo, where she won a Butler Chair Fellowship to intern with the Stratford 

Festival, Stratford Ontario. Pam teaches courses in Shakespeare, playwriting, dramatic lit-

erature, acting, play production and theater for social change. She is a past recipient of two 

Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Awards, as well as a Transformational Learning Op-

portunity Award for her work with the Sulzbacher Center and the homeless. She offers 

courses in one-act playwriting, social theater, and Shakespeare production at the 5000 level 

and a major author course in Shakespeare at the 6000 level. 



Betsy Nies, Ph.D. (University of Florida) (bnies@unf.edu) 

Brian Striar, Ph.D. (Claremont Graduate School) (bstriar@unf.edu) 

Jillian Smith, Ph.D. (Pennsylvania State University) (jlsmith@unf.edu) 

Michael Wiley, Ph.D. (New York University) (mwiley@unf.edu) 

Trained as a theorist at Pennsylvania State University, Associate Professor Jillian 

Smith has spent her research energy applying theory to her primary interest: docu-

mentary film.  She has published on documentary representation in Postmodern 

Culture, Politics and Culture, and Studies in Documentary Film, where she now sits 

on the advisory board.  She considers the documentary form as a unique and power-

ful combination of artistic and social energies, which has driven her to turn her 

scholarly focus to creative film production.  She has also devoted herself to shaping 

the UNF film curriculum and developing film production at UNF.  In her documen-

tary production classes, students learn to make show-worthy films from scratch un-

der the aegis of AfterImage Documentary. 

Associate Professor Betsy Nies, graduate coordinator for the master’s program in Eng-

lish, teaches U.S. Latino/a and Asian American literatures at the graduate level. As some-

one who feels that literary traditions are not lost but overlooked, she seeks to address 

gaps in exposure for students interested in twentieth century American literary traditions. 

Her research has focused on eugenics in literature and culture, Southern studies, and eth-

nic literary traditions at all reading levels., including children’s and adolescent literature. 

Her publications include Eugenic Fantasies: Literature and Popular Culture in the 1920s 

(2002), and articles in journals including The Southern Quarterly, Almatea: The Journal 

of Myth Criticism,  and The ALAN Review. 

Associate Professor Dr. Brian Striar, chair of the Department of English, has an in-

terest in the Renaissance reception of antiquity and in theories of imitation and 

translation.  He has published articles, editions, and verse translations on and of au-

thors of classical Latin Latin poetry and authors of English medieval and Renais-

sance poetry, including Horace, Vergil, Ovid, Chaucer, Marlowe, Shakespeare, and 

Milton. He is the co-editor of The Collected Poems of Christopher Marlowe 

(Oxford University Press, 2005). He teaches Ovid and the Renaissance, and Renais-

sance Poetry and Poetics.  

Professor Michael Wiley teaches courses on British Romanticism, major authors – in-

cluding William Blake, Lord Byron, and William Wordsworth – and, occasionally Lit-

erature and Spatial Studies. He writes about late-eighteenth- and early-nineteenth-

century British literature, politics, and spatiality, including in his books Romantic Ge-

ography: Wordsworth and Anglo-European Spaces (1998) and Romantic Migrations: 

Local, National, and Transnational Dispositions (2008). He thinks that the failure to 

study literature at the graduate level should be a class-three felony, which might partly 

explain his sideline writing crime fiction, including the Shamus Award-winning Joe 

Kozmarski mysteries and the Jacksonville-based Daniel Turner thrillers. 


